THIS LETTER VISIBILITY CHART IS BASED UPON INFORMATION PROVIDED BY PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE,
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY AND THE UNITED STATES SIGN COUNCIL (USSC).
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10 FEET OF DISTANCE PER 1 INCH OF LETTER HEIGHT

MAX. BEST LETTER HEIGHT
READABLE DISTANCE DISTANCE FOR IMPACT IN INCHES

3" Letter Height
30’ Best distance for impact
100’ Max readable distance

]+

6" Letter Height
60’ Best distance for impact
200’ Max readable distance
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9” Letter Height
90’ Best distance for impact
400’ Max readable distance
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12" Letter Height
120’ Best distance for impact
525’ Max readable distance
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150’ Best distance for impact
630’ Max readable distance
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42" Letter Height
420’ Best distance for impact
1750’ Max readable distance
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48" Letter Height
480’ Best distance for impact
2000’ Max readable distance
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Calculations based on an externally lit sign with all up- per case Helvetica letters utilizing optimal negative space. Factors that may
affect required letter size are: color scheme, font selection, traffic and weather conditions.
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